VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION (VIM) GRANTS

PENINSULA DELAWARE CONFERENCE

This memorandum announces the availability of funds for Peninsula-Delaware Conference members who are interested in volunteering for a mission trip at a United Methodist Volunteers In Mission (UMVIM) approved site.  An UMVIM team is one that serves locally, nationally, or internationally where it is invited, works in a ministry endorsed by the host Methodist church, partner church or agency, or Non-Government Organization (NGO), and serves in cooperation with the local host group. The intent of these guidelines is to ensure that the presence of the team will not interfere with the authority and integrity of the church leadership, hereby strengthening and upholding the local church. The team will have an UMVIM trained leader who provides training for the team, insures completion of proper forms and insurance coverage and is in communication with annual conference and jurisdictional UMVIM leadership.

The purpose of the grant is intended to support and encourage new short-term missionaries.  However, extenuating ministry and financial considerations may be considered and taken under advisement.  Preference in selection goes to those individuals who have attended mission team training and with demonstrated financial need.  Youth applicants will be required to perform additional reading about mission trips to ensure their preparedness.  Funding for the program comes from the VIM Team on the Peninsula Delaware Conference.

There is a $250 limit to each individual grant request, but the amount asked of the VIM Team must be matched dollar-for-dollar by funds from the home church of the applicant.  (for example, if a mission trip costs $400, no more than $200 may be requested from the VIM Team).  The applications will be awarded on a first come first served basis.  No more than two applicants per church per year will be awarded and an applicant can only receive one grant.  A total of five (5) youth candidates will be awarded each grant cycle.  It is recommended that this application be submitted as early as possible. The deadline for applications for international travel must be submitted at least six weeks prior to the trip and domestic travel at least four weeks. No awards will be given after the trip has been taken. 

Since this is a need-based program, the pastor must sign all application forms indicating his or her support of the mission trip and validation that the applicant requires financial assistance. In all cases the parent/guardian of a youth applicant must sign the application form.  For domestic trips the age of youth is under 18 and for international 21 and under.

Those applicants who are awarded grants must be willing to share stories and pictures about their trip for use in promoting this ministry. These stories/pictures are to be submitted to the Volunteers in Mission Conference Committee within six weeks after returning from the mission trip.  Failure to comply may disqualify your church from applying for future grants.  Grant are selected by the VIM Team and checks will normally be payable directly to the church sponsoring the trip and not to individuals.  The grant application form is enclosed.  Please contact Linda R. Mitchell, VIM Secretary for further information or assistance in completing the form: cell 410-310-4705/ home address 521 Hazelwood Drive, Easton, MD  21601 or e-mail lrm1163@hotmail.com.

Enclosure: VIM Grant Form

	Volunteers in Mission Grant Form - Peninsula Delaware Conference

	Candidate Information

	Name of Candidate
	Candidate Address/Phone/Email

	Age of Youth (if applicable)
	Number of Mission Trips Attended (If you are not new to VIM or missions trips, provide compelling reasons to support you such as special training and/or ministry)

	Name of Church
	Church Address/Phone/Email

	Name of Pastor
	Pastor Address/Phone/Email

	
	

	Mission Trip (UMVIM Approved Site) Information

	Name of Mission Trip
	Name of Mission Trip Leader/Phone/Email

	Date Attended Mission Training
	Date of Mission Trip

	Description of Mission Trip (additional page may be attached)

	Share your motivation for going on this VIM Trip (additional page may be attached)

	
	

	Financial Information

	Mission Trip Fees
	Amount Requested from VIM

	
	

	Signatures

	Printed Name/ Signature of Candidate
	Date

	Printed Name /Signature of Guardian 
	Date

	Printed Name/Signature of Pastor 
	Date

	
	

	Criteria

	· There is $250 limit to each individual grant requests, but the amount desired must be matched dollar-for-dollar.  No more than two applicants per church per year and an applicant can only receive one grant.

· Grants are need-based, therefore the pastor must sign all application forms indicating his or her support of the mission trip and validation the applicant requires financial assistance.

· Nominations must be signed by the candidate, a parent/guardian (if required) and the pastor, thereby indicting their willingness to accept the grant if approved by the VIM Team.

· All required information must be received at least six weeks prior to the mission trip date.

· Stories and pictures must be submitted to Volunteers in Mission Conference Committee within six weeks of returning from the mission trip for use in promoting VIM ministry.  Failure to comply may disqualify your church from applying for future grants.




